Dad exonerated
‘in baby’s killing,
guilty in assault

BY KERISTEN DELGUZZI

Four months ago, Lance
Snedegar pleuhud guilty to kill-
ing one infant daughter and

abusing another. On Monday,
three months after withdrawing
the ples, he was acquitted of
ﬁmﬂu’: serious charge agamst

After more than five hours
of deliberation over two days,
pirors found Mr. Snedegar not
guilty of involuntary manstaugh-
ter in the September 1995
death of 59-day-old 2. He
also was found not guilty of
assaulting Chelsea.

But he was convicted of felo-
nious assault for breaking 12 of
25-day-old Haley's ribs m Ao-
gust 1996, He faces a maximum
of eight years in when he
is sentenced Wednesday by

* Judge John OFConner of Hamil-

ton County Common Pleas

Court.
Mr. 5o r, 24, of Nor-
- wood, wept the verdicts
were read,
“Lance started gnd

said he didn't hurt either of
these children.”

‘Mr, Snadegar rescinded the
ga mm October to take advan-
an appedls court deci-
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the girls" care-
givers — their
mather, Heidi,
and maternal

randmother,

icki Peterson’
— WCIE [Mare
likely culprits
s in the case.

Mz, Peterson,
L. Snedegar  he gaid, has a
documented history of abuse,
incleding  assauliz-a her
dmg‘rrtzngr e annr]&arlnnﬂmd-
hild,

Police and prosecutors ar-
gued that Mr, Spedegar had
abused hoth girls m the same
way: by squeezing them, They
claimed he admitted to the
cTimes in @ tape-recorded mier-
view. Mr., Clark said investiga-
tors twisted his chent’s wnn:i

Jurors, who could nof be
reached, apparently ded not be-
lieve Mr, Snedegar confessed to
killing Chelsea, whose death
originally was ruled Sodden In-
fant Death Syndrome. After

aley was rushed to the hospi-
tal, the cause of desth in Chel-
sea’s case was amended 1o ho-
micide, although doctors could
find no vasible signs ol trauma.
w}fr. Clark a }‘t:: SEme
i could mot have peened
to both girls, since H:lg'_r had
pumerous and visible injuries,
including broken bones and
bruising.

“I'm happy that they found
hirm not guilty of the nﬁnshugh
ter of Chelsea,” Mr, Clark s,
"T'm just disappointed that they
fonind kim guilty of the felomous
assault of Haley when two much
more visdent people were care-
takers (of 'tﬂfi.”

Attorney:
Wrong
person
charged

Trial opens in death
of baby, abuse of another
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In apening stalements Toesdsy in |

Mr. Snedegar's trial, defense attor-

ney Jay Clark told jarors there are
m?ﬁﬁelr in the 1995 death
of 59-dny-old Chelsen and the 1996

szesnlt of 25-day-old Haley.

*There i5 8 comman denomimator
to all the suffering, &nd it was not
Lance,’ Mr. Chrk said “Tt waa
tgrandmotber) Vicki Peterson  and
her daaghter, Heidi (the girls’ moth-
erl”

Mr. Clark =i Ms, Peterson, whix
was the caregiver of both girls, hag a
documented history of shusing Heidi
amdl amather gradchild.

Gas Leon, dan assistant Hamilbon
County prosecutar, did pot  sddress
the allegatbons duning his cpening
atatement before -I'_‘um.mn Pleas
Jnﬂll_' Jahe (FComner, Hat bhe pold
jurcer about what he descnbed =
ineriminating comments Mr. Snede-
gar male to police.

“On tage, you will hear him sdmit
it two different times = from ks awn
moisth — how he lalled Chelsea amd
law Be felemiously as=aulied Haley a
year later,” Mr. sl

Mr. Snedegar, 25, of Norwnod, i2
charged with imvalimtary manslsgh-
ter and two counts of feloniom 2
smilt. Prosecutors say he squeesed
and struch both girls,

Chelses"s death nniuuu:r WHE
ruled sudden nfant death syndraime
becanse she showed mo signs of imury
of aboze, It was amended to homicide
last yesr, after Haley was foand not
breathmg, with broken rifbe beoises
anid evidence of possible strangulation
ar smothering. She has recovered,

Mlr. Snedegar ;iaaded guilty last
yeir (o the chasgpes, but he rescinded
the ples in October to Iilb:' milvantage
al an appesls coart decision that
makes @ portion of Ohio's new sen-
tencing law retroective, Under the
new baw, the maximum sentence he
{ices — 1B years |h|:|r.i.ﬁ:|11—u1 15
vears shorter than the maximum sem:
tence ander the old law,




